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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Claims 12-16 and 18-20 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected Species, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 09/02/2009. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a lb reign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one >car prior to the date of application for patent in the United Stales. 

3. Claims 1-8 and 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kikuchi(EP 1, 195,766). 

Regarding claim 1, Kikuchi teaches a recording apparatus for recording contents, said 
recording apparatus comprising: a drive unit operable to have a portable recording medium 
removably attached (see figure 1, unit 1001, and paragraph 0069); a relief recording medium 
(claim 2 and figure 1, unit 2001); an obtaining unit operable to obtain specification information 
which specifies one or more portable recording media to be used for recording a content (see 
paragraphs 0073-0076 and figure 1); a recording control unit operable to perform control so that 
(i) in a case where one of the specified portable recording media is attached to said drive unit 
when the content is to be recorded, the content is recorded onto the attached portable recording 
medium (see abstract, claim 1 and paragraphs 0057-0059), and (ii) in a case where none of the 
specified portable recording media are attached to said drive unit when the content is to be 
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recorded, the content is recorded onto said relief recording medium (see abstract, claim 10 and 
paragraphs 0088-0090; and a dubbing control unit operable to, in a case where one of the 
specified portable recording media is attached to said drive unit after the content has been 
recorded onto the relief recording medium, dub the recorded content from said relief recording 
medium onto the one of the specified portable recording media (see paragraphs 0071-0072 and 
0098-0099). 

Regarding claim 2, Kikuchi discloses the specification information specifies one portable 
recording medium, using a piece of identification information which uniquely identifies the one 
portable recording medium; and said recording control unit judges that the specified portable 
recording medium is attached to said drive unit when a currently attached portable recording 
medium is identified with the piece of identification information 9see claim 10 and paragraphs 
0067-0070). 

Regarding claim 3, Kikuchi discloses the specified portable recording medium has the 
piece of identification information recorded thereon; and said recording control unit makes the 
judgment by comparing the piece of identification information recorded on a currently attached 
portable recording medium with the piece of identification information used by the specification 
information (see paragraphs 0079-0082 and claim 1 1). 

Regarding claim 4, Kikuchi discloses the specification information specifies the one or 
more portable recording media, using a piece of identification information that identifies a group 
made up of the one or more portable recording media; and said recording control unit judges that 
one of the specified portable recording media is attached to said drive unit when a currently 
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attached portable recording medium belongs to the group identified with the piece of 
identification information (see paragraphs 0079-0083). 

Regarding claim 5, Kikuchi teaches each of the one or more specified portable recording 
media has the piece of identification information recorded thereon, the piece of identification 
information showing the group to which each recording medium belongs; and said recording 
control unit makes the judgment by comparing the piece of identification information recorded 
on a currently attached portable recording medium with the piece of identification information 
used by the specification information (see paragraphs 0105-0109). 

Regarding claim 6, Kikuchi teaches a list storing unit that stores a list showing the one or 
more specified portable recording media belonging to the group (see paragraph 0115); wherein 
said recording control unit makes the judgment by referring to the list (see paragraphs 0096- 
0117). 

Regarding claim 7, Kikuchi teaches obtaining unit is further operable to obtain time 
information which indicates a time at which the content is broadcasted as a broadcast program, 
and the recording control unit performs the control so that the content is recorded at the time 
indicated by the time information (see paragraphs 0101-0102). 

Regarding claim 8, Kikuchi teaches the obtaining unit obtains the specification 
information and the time information based on a piece of preprogramming information provided 
by a user who preprograms the recording of the content (see paragraph 0104-0106). 

Regarding claims 17-19, the limitations of claims 17-19 can be found in claim 1 above. 
Therefore claims 17-19 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
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4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 18, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non- statutory subject matter. The claim recites a program and the program is a signal and 
therefore it is non-statutory. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 9-1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Regarding claim 9, the Prior Art fails to teach or suggest apparatus of claim 1 including 
the specification information specifies one portable recording medium; a piece of preset 
information is recorded on the specified portable recording medium, the piece of preset 
information instructing that the content should be recorded and including the time information; 
and when the piece of preset information is read from the portable recording medium, the 
obtaining unit obtains (i) the specification information for instructing that the content should be 
recorded onto the portable recording medium having the piece of preset information, and (ii) the 
time information included in the piece of preset information. 

Regarding claims 10-11, claims 10-11 are objected as being dependent upon the objected 

claim. 

Conclusion 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HELEN SHIBRU whose telephone number is (571)272-7329. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, THAI Q. TRAN can be reached on (571) 272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from cither Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/HELEN SHIBRU/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2621 
September 12, 2009 

/Thai Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 262 1 



